
Time Presenter Title Abstract

9.00 Brent Commoner How to Measure Gerrymandering 

Law Reform in US States

Gerrymandering – the manipulation of election district boundaries by politicians for partisan gain – is legally restricted by most democracies, but only by a small number of US states. How can we systematically 

measure and compare the amount of gerrymandering law reform undertaken by the fifty states? Two basic approaches are to focus on either inputs or outputs. An outputs-based approach has been popular, 

analysing election district maps states have adopted, to identify how many gerrymandered districts exist using numerous techniques. But no one agrees on the best technique, and the US Supreme Court has 

rejected all output measurement options. As an alternative, this research used an inputs-based approach to create a redistricting neutrality index (RNI). All states received a score that reflects any anti-

gerrymandering features of their redistricting system – their rules and institutions that govern election districts. This information was obtained by analysing every state’s constitution, laws, and practices. The 

RNI was then used to test hypotheses that investigate why certain states have adopted redistricting reform and others have not.

9.20 Jian Cheng Zheng Diaspora, media consumption and 

political engagement

Chinese immigrants began to live in New Zealand in the 19th century (The Encyclopedia of New Zealand, n.d.). In order to help immigrant fit into New Zealand mainstream society, ethnic media began to 

develop and evolved into a multi-platform model, including radio, newspapers, television, social media, and digital platforms (Li, 2013). Hopmann et al. (2012) state that the media influences policy issues that 

the public considers important. Therefore, it is valuable for new residents to receive information on different media and for the media to provide diverse information. Past research has confirmed that ethnic 

traditional Chinese media, including radio and newspapers, approach general elections from particular positions of interest, with more coverage of the National Party than other parties. This situation hinders 

Chinese New Zealanders from knowing about other small party policies and possibly voting for them (McMillan & Barker, 2021). This paper draws on Agenda Setting, Diaspora, and Limited Effects theories, 

within a Circuit of Culture model to analyze ethnic Chinese media coverage of the 2020 election, and to explore interaction between Chinese New Zealanders, media sphere, and politicians. It is hoped that this 

study will inform political parties’ campaign strategy in the 2023 general election. For Chinese New Zealanders, understanding the diversity of media in New Zealand is likely to have a positive effect on their 

voting and encourage more independent thinking on government policies.

9.40 Jorge Bolanos Lopez The Reporting of Political Scandals 

in regulated and unregulated 

newspapers: A Comparative 

Analysis between Ecuador and 

Argentina

Media regulation in the South American context has been a widely discussed topic since the shift of some nations to left-wing governments in the early 2000s. These changes featured leaders who publicly 

criticised media outlets and accused them of creating a conflict of interest between the news media’s watchdog role and their owners’ financial interests. They argued that these problems resulted in unfair and 

biased information that affected citizens’ rights to consume quality information, and hindered democratic developments (Santander, 2010). Consequently, several media laws were created across the region 

with the argument that they would foster more professional news and thereby benefit the audience. In Ecuador, the communication law stands out as the only one that included print media in its jurisdiction 

and which raised journalistic ethical practices to a legal level. It states policy against media conglomerates and ethical practices that newspapers need to have in the reporting of news. Journalists have claimed 

that these changes have increased the threat of their freedom of speech being curbed as these policies can be used by governments to block the publication of any information that may affect for here has been 

an increasing threat (Cañizalez, 2015). This research employs discourse analysis and in-depth interviews in order to find differences in the reporting patterns found in two Ecuadorian newspapers and two 

Argentinean ones covering two similar political corruption scandals involving left-wing politicians; and provides possible explanations for these differences. Specifically, this study focuses on transitivity, modality 

and the use of adjectives and verbs to determine the approach that each newspaper use in the reporting of political scandals (Richardson,2007). Additionally, the in-depth interviews aim to find explanations for 

these differences and understand the role that the Ecuadorian communication law may have had in the reporting. Consequently, this study draws conclusions on whether and how the Ecuadorian 

communication law played a role in the reporting patterns found.

10.10 Arden Tanner-Demsey Exploring Help-seeking and Related 

Interpersonal Factors Among 

Individuals Who Self-Injure

Non-suicidal self-injury (NSSI) is a growing public health concern due to its association with suicidality and psychological distress. Research has identified help-seeking and interpersonal support as important 

factors in NSSI cessation and harm mitigation, yet they have received relatively little research attention. The present study investigated help-seeking and related interpersonal factors in a sample of 566 New 

Zealand participants using an adapted version of the Non-Suicidal Self-Injury Assessment Tool (NSSI-AT).  A high proportion (60.2%) of participants reported lifetime history of NSSI and a quarter (25.2%) in the 

last 12 months. Two NSSI severity subgroups were formed and compared with participants who reported no-NSSI. All help-seeking and interpersonal support facets were found to be significantly lower in the 

high-severity group compared with the no-NSSI group, while only professional help-seeking was significantly lower compared to low-severity. In the high-severity group 11.4% received therapy for their NSSI and 

46.9% disclosed to any source, compared with 6.5% and 29.2% in the low-severity group. Therapy success was found to be associated with positive help-seeking attitudes, and interpersonal support associated 

with disclosure to informal sources. Results provide a preliminary insight into a complex and urgent issue. Further research should focus on establishing directionality to better understand how these factors 

might be addressed in future interventions.  

10.30 Katya Krylova Pets of Precarity: On User-centered 

Design of Companion Animals

My research explores minituarisation, cutification and other trends in the design of companion animals within a framework of critical theory and visual culture studies in order to rethink ethical concerns tied to 

the development of specific technologies and markets for the production and representation of pets over the last two decades. By bringing together the expertise from multiple disciplines including 

anthrozoology, industrial design, mass communication, and environmental ethics this project attempts to navigate through aesthetic and affective paradoxes of contemporary pet-making and speculate upon its 

role in shaping our attitude towards nonhuman animals. Validated by the neoliberal culture primarily as affective labourers, whose purpose is to evoke sentiment and commitment, companion species became 

subjects to user-centred design (UCD), a process of altering ‘biological makeup’1 and behavioural traits of animals aimed at providing complex experiences. Aaron Marcus, Masaaki Kurosu and their colleagues 

describe UCD as a paradigm of ‘personality design’ that goes far beyond ‘usability issues and involves social and cultural interaction, value-sensitive design, emotional impact, fun, and aesthetics.’2 Drawing on 

their study of cuteness engineering — the creation of adorable products and services — I apply the concept of UCD as a critical framework to analyse the dynamics of contemporary pet-making in the context of 

growing precariousness of life.  

10.50 Brylea Hollinshead Ways of Life as Modes of 

Philosophical Presentation

Books and journal articles have become the dominant modes of presentation in contemporary philosophy. This historically contingent paradigm prioritises textual expression and assumes a distinction between 

philosophical practice and its presented product. Using Socrates and Diogenes as exemplars, we challenge the presumed supremacy of the text and defend the importance of ways of life as modes of practiced 

presentation. We argue that text cannot capture the embodied activity of philosophy without remainder, and is therefore limited and incomplete. In particular, we contend that (1) a static text is essentially 

alienated from our practices of philosophising, (2) words cannot unambiguously represent lives, and (3) practiced presentation enriches our understanding beyond words alone. After discussing some 

pedagogical implications, we conclude with a plea for a pluralistic approach that recognises lives as legitimate and valuable modes of philosophical presentation.

11.20 Dmitry Romanenko Mark-Off’, ‘Them vs. Us’,  ‘Deficite’, 

‘Stigmatising’  Rhetoric as an 

Obstacle to Intercultural Cohesion 

The proposed paper will discuss intercultural communication issues of Aotearoa/ New Zealand. Multiple studies and reports demonstrate extreme ethno-cultural diversity of New Zealand in recent years. In 

spite of dozens of government programmes, initiatives, policies governmental and non-governmental organisations addressing diversity governance, social cohesion and multicultural relations in New Zealand, 

researchers state that no visible trajectory towards inclusion and/ or ethno-cultural cohesion were seen through the recent two decades. Moreover, numerous studies and reports reveal multiple cases of 

racism, discrimination and social exclusion of ethno-cultural minorities through the recent two decades, especially recent years and the Covid-crisis era. At the same time, mass media discourse often presents 

‘Us vs Them’, ‘Marking-Off’, ‘Deficit’, ‘Ethclass’ and ‘Stigmatising’ types of rhetoric (which has been consistently noticed by researchers of New Zealand media and communication). On the other hand, there’s 

prevalence of simplified approaches to intercultural competence in educational media. The paper will argue about the negative impact of ‘Othering’ discourse and simplistic visions of culture, which can be seen 

to lead to justification of xenophobia and present obstacles to social cohesion.

11.40 Lubna Khalil Users Response Towards Muslims 

and Their Framing on Twitter After 

Christchurch Mosque Attacks

The present digital age has made the communication more reachable to larger audience. Internet users are now free to express emotions, sentiments, feelings or views for any individual, group of people, 

community or society. Since the anti-Muslim attacks on Christchurch twin mosques on 15th March 2019 in New Zealand, people of New Zealand have been showing their response freely towards Muslims both 

in real world and on online networking sites. Many researchers have asserted that Muslims are seen as “outgroups” while living in non-Muslim societies due to their ethnic origin to Islam and for belonging to 

“Orient” (Said, 2014). Whereas, in case of Christchurch Mosque attacks, Muslims there received a warm and inclusive response calling them “us” or as “ingroups”. The present study focuses on users’ response 

towards Muslims on popularly used networking site Twitter. For this, the sentiment analysis of user generated tweets would be done in light of Johan Galtung’s framework for War/Peace to explore users’ 

online response towards Muslims in post-Christchurch attacks period.

12.00 Jesse Burnette Thinking about the ‘bubble’ of 

#lockdownnz: The language of 

containment in #Covid19nz tweets

Since the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, discussion of whether or not Aotearoa New Zealand will go into lockdown and of who we have with us in our bubbles has become a common part of everyday 

conversation. Both of these terms function as metaphors of containment, providing different ways of understanding and engaging with government stay-at-home measures by highlighting and minimizing 

different aspects of the event. Perhaps due to the different connotations held by these terms, when analysing #Covid19nz tweets, it appears that these two metaphors are often used in quite different ways. 

Metaphors have long been recognized as having a powerful influence in defining our perception of events and, in turn, our lived social realities. This appears to be the case for metaphors of containment when 

discussing stay-at-home measures: the language we use in discussing these measures really does matter!

2.00 Annelore Spieker Perceptions of ethnicities in global 

animated films by the eyes of the 

children

In media studies, there is research about representations of cultures in animated movies. However, these studies are mainly from the researcher's perspective only. There is a gap between the academic realms 

and the children's voices. Do children perceive ethnicities on media because of what they learnt from school? Or is it due to their family background knowledge? Maybe it relates to their surroundings, friends, 

and neighbours? In my research, I will shed light on the children's perceptions of ethnicities and representations of culture in animated films because they are the major consumers of this type of media and, 

hence, they should be listened to. In this presentation, I will talk about children's points of view surrounding sixteen global animated movies and their twenty-four main characters, from Disney and Pixar studios. 

The participants' groups are primary school-aged, come from multicultural backgrounds, and live in the Waikato and Auckland regions. The data collection for this research took place in three rounds, using face-

to-face and online methods, such as group work for children, surveys, and interviews. Besides, it will be discussed how these methods can cope better with research focused on children's understandings of 

ethnic representations in animated media.

2.20 Donald Prentice Jr Articulating Beauty: The 

Performance of Beauty in the 

Horror Film

Horror films are expected and assumed to be horrifying and ugly, though, for being such an ugly genre, the films are often obsessed with beauty. For example, the tagline for The Neon Demon  (Refn, 2016) is 

“beauty isn’t everything. It’s the only thing,” and in Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein  (Branagh, 1994), the Creature laments on how “beautiful” his creators are. This suggests the potential for an area of research that 

has gone largely unnoticed, the role of beauty in the horror genre. However, I have no intention of creating a static definition of what counts as beautiful. Instead, I intend to treat these articulations of beauty as 

specific actions which create certain obligations for a body, much to the same as Judith Butler’s performative gender acts and Deleuze and Guattari’s order-word. By treating moments like the previous 

examples as actions, I hope to question the momentary configurations of a body that has been named beautiful, what it looks like, what it’s capable of, what our affective relationship to it is, and how it 

functions in the film. Approaching beauty in this manner allows us to question our relationship to and expectations of beauty and any biases that may accompany it.

2.40 Cecily Shaw Challenge Accepted: An exploration 

of how neurologically diverse 

performers are helping shape the 

music industry, and how their 

chosen career paths are affecting 

their lives

This study addresses how neurodiverse performers are contributing to the music industry, and how their careers may be affecting their lives. Through this study, I have discussed the viability of pursuing a music 

performance career with the added challenge of neurodiversity, which coping strategies are used, or could be used by neurodiverse musicians, and which aspects of the music performance industry could be, or 

have been changed to accommodate neurodiverse musicians. This was achieved through semi-structured, qualitative, narrative interviews with 13 neurodiverse musicians (most of whom were tertiary 

students), and several historical and modern-day examples of well-known neurodiverse musicians with successful careers (such as Robert Schumann and Sia Furler).This study explores the advantages and 

disadvantages of a wide range of conditions, including bipolar disorder, PTSD, autism and dyspraxia in musicians, and the opportunities and support networks that people with such conditions have created for 

each other, through music. The challenges of career- building, occupational strains and personal challenges are also discussed, along with practical career-building and coping advice. The various prejudices that 

exist in society, the professional world, and in tertiary education are discussed, as well as potential changes that could be made, to lessen these prejudices.

3.10 Kalpanie Nandasena Remote sensing of home gardens in 

Sri Lanka

With powerful remote sensing platforms such as Google Earth Engine (GEE), there is a tendency for land cover classifications to be increasingly globalised. However, global land cover classifications may lead to 

the loss of important local and national agroforestry classes such as home gardens. Home garden is recognised as an agroforestry practice due to its contribution to both agriculture and forestry and is an 

important sustainable land management practice in Sri Lanka. When mapping vegetation using remote sensing, it is hard to distinguish the home garden from the forest due to the density and range of species 

found in home gardens. This study aims to differentiate home garden and other forest types in the tropics by demonstrating the application of freely available Sentinel-2A satellite images, elevation data, and 

the GEE image analysis platform. Specifically, the paper derives nine spectral bands, six vegetation indices, 16 textural features, and three topographical features from the input datasets. The random forest 

classification model is used to discriminate vegetation types and derive the most important classification features. It identifies forest, forest plantations, shrubs, grassland, home garden, and cultivation with an 

overall accuracy of 94%. Results indicate that the B4 textural metrics derived from GLCM analysis are more helpful in separating the home garden from other land cover classes. These results demonstrate that 

freely accessible remotely sensed data and platforms can support developing countries like Sri Lanka to monitor and manage agroforestry resources effectively on a national or local scale.

3.30 H. Unnathi S. 

Samaraweera

Identifying gaps and challenges in 

building disaster resilience among 

two flood affected communities in 

neoliberal Sri Lanka 

Communities at risk of recurrent flood disasters due to their geographical locality and poor-quality housing face vulnerabilities as a result of insecure work and poor infrastructure, and where there is 

disconnection among disaster affected local people, and government and other disaster response donor agencies. Kolonnawa in Colombo district and Thawalama in Galle District, Sri Lanka are highly flood-

prone areas due to their proximity to the Kelani and Gin rivers. This paper examines the gaps and challenges in the process of disaster resilience as narrated by flood affected communities in Kolonnawa and 

Thawalama. Surveys (n=204), in-depth interviews (n=60) and focus group discussions (n=6) with flood affected people, semi-structured interviews with community leaders (n=10) and local/national government, 

Inter-governmental organization, INGO and NGO officials (n=14) were conducted. This paper outlines how the disaster resilience-building process was further extended in response to the 2016-2017 large-scale 

flooding, and illustrates how certain practical concerns of the flood affected people have not been addressed during the process. The paper highlights the significance of incorporating flood affected 

communities in development of DRR policy and decision-making programmes, and of considering existing community capacities. 

3.50 Punnawit Chai-Udom Sports Tourists’ Attitudes Towards 

Thailand Targeting Sports Tourists

The COVID-19 elimination approaches adopted in many countries have resulted in a long-term impact on the international travel and tourism industry, with the sports event as one of the hardest-hit sectors in 

2020. Prior to this pandemic, sports event tourism was seen as a visible, viable, and valuable contributor to local tourism and hospitality businesses' development through the revenue generated directly and 

indirectly from hosting sports events. In 2017, the Thai government was actively promoting the country's potential to be a sports destination. This study aims to explore and identify the significant determinants 

that either help or hinder Thailand to become an international sports event tourism destination. Nine sport tourists, each with a pre-existing personal connection to Thailand, were interviewed. Thematic 

Analysis was undertaken, allowing the researchers to extract and evaluate some recurring themes. Unsurprisingly, the participants' socio-cultural backgrounds and past experiences influenced the attitudes and 

perceptions shared during the interviews. The study reveals that accessibility and affordability were Thailand's significant strengths, whereas the country's political instability was regarded as a viable threat. 

Thailand's existing tourism brands were described positively. However, the government needs to invest in supporting the capability and competency of local event organisers. Additionally, concerning the COVID-

19, safety and security are perceived as the most significant determinants to attract sport tourists to Thailand.

4.20 Irina Golda Lamadrid Children Born of UN Peacekeepers: 

Legal Status and Daily Challenges

This paper addresses the legal status of children born of UN peacekeepers and the challenges they face in their daily lives. The United Nations establishes peace support operations in countries undergoing 

conflict or political instability to fulfil its mandate to maintain international peace and security. While some peacekeepers have been accused of sexual misconduct against local women and girls, others have 

initiated romantic relationships with the intention of continuing these engagements after redeployment. In both cases, children have been born of these liaisons. There are two groups of children: the first 

consists of those conceived as a result of sexual exploitation and abuse. They are usually abandoned by their fathers, resulting in lack of paternity recognition and child support. Five major areas of hardship have 

been identified as daily challenges. The second group is composed of the children born of consensual relationships. Paternity is or intends to be recognised and child support depends on the circumstances of the 

parents. They may face the same daily stressors during certain stages of their lives. This paper will compare both cohorts, highlighting their differences and similarities. It will end by focusing on the legal 

strategies available for each groups to advance their situation. 

4.40 Dilara Aydin Unequal Distribution of Covid-19 

Vaccine and Patent Law

The patent protection of pharmaceutical products has been debated for a long time since it prevents generic companies from producing cheaper products. This debate is even more topical at the time of Covid-

19. In October 2020, India and South Africa proposed a temporal waiver of several parts of the TRIPS in relation to Covid-19 health products and technologies. It aims to boost vaccine manufacturing and 

therefore accelerate vaccination, particularly in Global South nations where the vaccination rates are low. More than 100 countries support the TRIPS waiver, including the USA. However, notably the EU, the 

UK, Japan, South Korea are still opponents. Further, Canada stated at the WTO meeting that there is no evidence that waiver is needed as a compulsory licensing system is available under the TRIPS. Though, 

Canada has been failing to start compulsory licensing procedures in their domestic law in Bolivia and Biolyse case. There are oppositions to the proposal claiming that it discourages pharmaceutical companies 

and sends wrong signals for the next pandemic, or it can harm the current supply and undermine vaccine safety. This kind of approach can raise significant questions about justice as human life is at stake. Thus, 

this paper discusses whether the TRIPS waiver can boost vaccination in Global South and looks at the issue from a distributive justice point of view. 

5.00 Katjo Buissink Restaurant Employees’ Experiences 

of Workplace Informal Collective 

Action

Restaurant employees often face significant issues in their workplace from low pay and late roster notification to sexual harassment and the gender pay gap. Most restaurant employees in Aotearoa New 

Zealand are, however, not members of a trade union. This means that traditional approaches to understanding how workers attempt to address concerns through formal collective action are inadequate for 

studying how restaurant employees approach issues they face at work. Instead of this formal collective action, we find cases of ‘informal collective action’ exist, ranging from joint conversations with 

management to group walk-outs. These are strategies that stand in contrast to both formal collective action within a trade union or similar body, and actions taken by isolated individuals. This informal collective 

action is diverse, as its forms are shaped by many social and cultural factors. This qualitative paper draws on six in-depth interviews, currently being conducted, to investigate how both ‘front-of-house’ and 

‘back-of-house’ employees of restaurants in Wellington, NZ have sought to collectively address a variety of workplace issues through informal collective action. These findings suggest that increased access to 

employment relations education and formal representation are important for efforts to ameliorate working conditions within restaurants.

ALPSS POSTGRADUATE DIGITAL CONFERENCE: 



9.00 Stephanie Kaefer An exploration of the Antarctic 

lexicon of English-speaking 

Antarctic research stations.

Most research on Antarctica and the Southern Ocean region is based in the hard sciences with only a small percentage coming from the social sciences and the humanities, notably Psychology, 

Sociology/Anthropology and History (Roberts, Howkins & Van der Watt, 2016). However, more recently other fields, such as Linguistics are looking to Antarctica resulting in two studies that focus on sound 

change in an Antarctic context (Harrington, Gubian, Stevens, & Schiel, 2019) and (Kiss, Sztahó, Vicsi, & Golemis, 2014; Kiss & Vicsi, 2014, 2015, 2017). This research aims to contribute to Antarctic literature in the 

humanities and social sciences by examining the development of a non-Standard English lexicon at English-speaking Antarctic research stations. Through the use of mixed research methods, this study analyses 

trends in the lexicon in different Antarctic groups and seeks explanations for their emergence, usage and changes in meaning. Specifically, this study collected Antarctic lexical data (words/phrases) on site at 

Scott Base in Antarctica, as well as through communication channels and resources used by Antarctic residents. This lexical data was then incorporated into a survey and distributed to former and current 

Antarctic residents in order to learn what lexical items have retained presence and usability over seven decades in this community. The trends found in this process will be shared in semi-structured interviews, 

where it is intended that participants may provide insights on the factors that might influence the lexicon. The findings of this research will help draw conclusions on the components that communities have that 

caused this specific lexicon’s creation, use and maintenance over time. 

9.20 Mere Taito Feathered, not gold nor foiled: 

Extracting a ‘waywriting’ stance for 

Rotuman heritage language 

returning in N ālani Mattox’s 

poem, 1 Page Per Life 

In the field of Applied Linguistics, a common definition for heritage language returnee (HLR) is a ‘bilingual who grew up in a migration context and returned, during childhood or adolescence, to their (parents’) 

country of origin’ (Flores, 2020, p. 85). This definition demands that the returnee cross a geographical border back to the ‘homeland’ – i.e., the parents’ country of origin. However, it is entirely possible that the 

act of returning to a heritage language (HL) can occur within the ‘hostland’. This means that the hostland returnee can access, reuse, and reengage with a HL from various migratory destinations. As a hostland 

HLR, my interdisciplinary creative practice-based research explores my return to my HL Fäeag Rotuạm ta (Rotuman), via bi/translingual poetic writing here in Aotearoa. In this presentation, I will read Hawaiian 

writer Nālani Mattox’s poem 1 Page Per Life and discuss how Nālani’s text has inspired me to rationalise my HL returning through poetry, as an act of ‘waywriting’.  Waywriting back to an endangered 

language such as Fäeag Rotuạm ta outside  the borders of Fiji and Rotuma, strongly suggests that language revitalisation efforts for Fäeag Rotuạm ta should be shared across local, regional, and international 

users of Fäeag Rotuạm ta.

9.40 Karamea Wright From Aotearoa to America: Māori 

Migration and Identity-Making in 

the United States.

As early as the 1800s, Māori have arrived to the United States (U.S.) in a number of ways. As part of the growing scholarship on Māori diaspora, this paper extends our focus beyond sites of migration from 

Australia and the United Kingdom to the U.S. Through archival work, I trace the whakapapa of routes taken by Māori individuals, whānau, and groups in order to find motivations for crossing empires from 

Aotearoa to America. Some pathways like labour, education, and entertainment intersect and overlap with religious routes due to Māori association with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This 

relationship, first initiated in the 1880s in Aotearoa, is still prevalent today and has disrupted expected routes for Māori migration in positive ways.  In order to ground the project in current diasporic realities, 

this paper will present selected preliminary findings from semi-structured interviews in which I have asked contemporary Māori in the U.S. to express their personal process of identity-making, articulating 

influential sites and spheres, or places and systems, in which they choose to engage. 

10.10 Kerry Tabuni Impacts of the New York 

Agreement 1962 on Indigenous 

West Papuans Political, Cultural 

and Territorial Rights: Historical 

Based and Legal Concepts to Self-

determination

My research investigates the relentless conflicts in West Papua as one of the legal issues in the Pacific. It is also one of the Indigenous issues in the World. It has a lot of controversies when it comes to history. It 

has a lot of concerns when it comes to human rights issues. Historically, West Papua was incorporated into Indonesia through the UN-brokered; the 1962 New York Agreement; involving the Netherlands and 

Indonesia without the Indigenous Papuans. Consequently, the Papuans legal rights of Internal and External Self-Determination had been sabotaged, and their rights on the lands, territories and natural resources 

have been affected ever since. In order to determine the legality of Indonesia’s occupation in West Papua, I examine whether or not the decolonization regimes were eventuated/implemented appropriately in 

the 1969 Act of Free Choice. I will also argue, whether or not the integration process took place appropriately, the Indigenous Papuans are legally entitled to have an external self-determination. Then will frame 

legal basis to decolonize West Papua based on: the historical arguments, the arguments of ongoing human rights violations, and the legal argument of independent provision of Indigenous regimes and broad 

International human rights regimes that guaranteed self-determination.

10.30 Michelle Hay Adios Assimilation An exploration 

of Cultural hybridity through the 

Self-Determination of Mexican-

American Chicanos

During the 1960s, in the wake of the civil rights movement, many Mexican-Americans began protesting against the discriminating and marginalising policies of the United States. In order to achieve social, 

economic, and political reforms, they came together to form a unique identity, one that was not hyphenated or assimilative, but a hybrid identity which they named ‘Chicano’. This ethnic identity is formed by 

embracing their cultural heritage and indigenous ancestry. It is an amalgamation of historical, geographical, political, linguistic, economic, and social factors that are based on the struggle for self-determination 

and equality. By applying a postcolonial lens, Michelle’s research offers an interdisciplinary approach to exploring cultural hybridity in Mexican-American Chicanos. Galvanised by Rodolfo Gonzales’s epic poem 

“Yo Soy Joaquin”, Chicanos recognised their complex history of cultural collisions in which they were simultaneously oppressor and oppressed, “Aztec prince and Christian Christ”. In this presentation, Michelle 

explains how Chicano’s resistance to assimilation signified a social, cultural, and political act of decolonisation that challenged the hegemonic, monocultural majority. This becomes a relevant topic today in 

Aotearoa, where colonisation, immigration, and globalisation have created levels of overlapping identities and cultural hybridity.

10.50 Chulainn Mabbett-

Sowerby

Autoethnographic exploration of 

Whiteness in Aotearoa

What is Whiteness in Aotearoa New Zealand? Whiteness needs to be understood, before it can be addressed. Knowing what constitutes Whiteness - to an extent - allows critical work to take place that locates 

the responsibility of social change upon the group that has largely created the need for social change. The purpose of this presentation is to explain the role of autoethnography in my research on Whiteness in 

Aotearoa and share some of the narratives that I will draw on in the presentation of my thesis. This research is an exercise of personal discovery and thought, and the findings will reflect. My research draws on 

the concept of Hegemony, with the lenses of Critical Race Theory and Tribal Critical Theory to examine Whiteness in terms of its practices both historically and as they currently play out in academia. Findings 

from my research will be used to create a platform for the normalisation of discourse concerning the nature of Whiteness in Aotearoa. My research highlights historic and contemporary racial injustices but by 

defining Whiteness as the cause, as opposed to Māori as the effect.

11.20 Wanda Ieremia-Allan O Faae'ega e lua ma le Taunu’uga e 

Tasi i Papua’: Samoan medical 

missionaries and acts of saving lives 

in the London Missionary Society 

South Seas Districts.

The nineteenth century introduction of the London Missionary Society (LMS) village pastorate system in Samoa relied heavily on the repurposing of a sacred relational brother and sister covenant of Feagaiga. 

These ideological changes transferred the inherited sacred status of the female sibling to the Faifeau – church minister, much to the socio-political disadvantage of this wife, the Faletua (Fairburn-Dunlop 1991, 

Simanu-Klutz 2011, Latai 2016). For over seventy years, Faletua were required to negotiate ‘va tapuia’ along these ‘matrices of power’ (Stoler 2009). This paper specifically looks at the early twentieth century 

emergence and movement of American Samoan missionary nurses – Tama’ita’i tausima’i from American Samoa, LMS Samoa District to the LMS Papua District; it discusses the ways in which Tama’ita’i tausima’i, 

particularly the unmarried and widowed Faletua nurses, reprise the role of Feagaiga in new transcultural, ideological, colonial, and relational settings in their efforts to protect ‘sacred spaces’ and ‘save lives’. 

This paper looks at acts of writing and the ‘echoes’ of Indigenous generative powers imbedded in the letters and reports written by this transnational mobile community in the LMS ‘Sulu Samoa’ newspaper. 

Ultimately, this paper advocates for a socio linguistic ‘Feagaiga’ reading of colonial texts to understand the significant yet seemingly invisible contribution of Faletua and Tama’ita’i tausima’i missionary nurses to 

our understanding of Pacific and Missionary history.

11.40 Callum Swears The Waikato Invasion 1863-1864: A 

Counter-Insurgency Approach

In its historiography, the 1863-1864 Invasion of the Waikato has largely been presented as an inter-state conflict between the colonising British Empire and the indigenous Kingitanga.  This is despite the invasion 

bearing the criteria for an intra-state conflict such as an insurgency as laid out in NATO’s current counter-insurgency definition. The object of this thesis is to investigate the employment of counter-insurgency 

strategy by Imperial and Colonial forces during the invasion of the Waikato. As such it intends to answer two questions, whether a counter-insurgency strategy was employed and if so, was the strategy 

employed intentionally?  This thesis will build on the work of James Belich, James Cowan and Vincent O’Malley with a view to presenting a nuanced investigation of imperial actions during the invasion. The 

invasion will also be compared to contemporary and modern examples counter-insurgency operations such as the First Anglo-Afghan War of 0f 1839-1842 and the Malayan Emergency 1949-1951.  The use of 

the Land Courts will also be considered as a way for the Colonial Government to establish legitimacy through Civil-Military operations such as land seizure. This thesis will further New Zealand historiography, 

regarding Māori- Crown relations, the Waikato and the military historiography of the New Zealand Wars.

12.00 Holly Parker Beauty in the Eye of the Bee-holder: 

The Intersection between Settler 

‘improvement’ Narratives and 

Introduced Bee Species in New 

Zealand.

In 1839, the first honeybees were introduced to New Zealand by Mary Bumby, sister of missionary John Bumby. In the early 1840s, others also introduced honeybees: missionary William Cotton, Mrs Allom and 

Lady Hobson are all credited to have introduced bees to a country once thought bereft of them. However, these early introductions of honeybees are only part of the story when it comes to bees and Aotearoa. 

The full picture includes many other bee species and tensions surrounding the shifting landscape in 19th and 20th century New Zealand. The buzz and industry of the beehive mirrored the idealised self-view of 

colonisers in arriving in New Zealand with notions of ‘improving’ the landscape. This ‘improvement’ narrative was driven by the British Empire’s religious, economic, and cultural ideals, resulting in the 

destruction of native bush and swamplands to make way for settler agriculture. Bees are important agents in this narrative of shifting landscapes, but have been side-lined in historical scholarship. This paper 

examines the role of bees as agents in environmental and cultural shifts in 19th and early 20th century New Zealand.  Bumble bees were used as an agricultural aid, implemented by settlers in efforts to pollinate 

and effectively grow English clover. Further than a biological tool, the introduction of bees of a variety of species served to naturalise the New Zealand landscape to familiar British ideals. The pastime of 

beekeeping was seen as a noble pursuit, suitable for women and children, while native bush could be viewed as profitable in settler eyes through the quality of honey. Despite the bees love for the native bush, 

the profit incentive of manuka honey was, at the time, outweighed by grass-based industries which boomed in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  

2.00 Kay Berryman Wāhine, Whanau and waka ama. As Indigenous wāhine Māori, we are exposed to strong influences from social media and work busy lives, raising children, taking care of whanau.  The expectation of wāhine Māori is limitless.  We strive to 

achieve goals of being everything to everyone, including our whanau, hapū and iwi.  The whakatauki "Mahia te mahi, hei painga mō te Iwi" is the proverbial saying of Waikato-Tainui Te Puea Herangi as 

expressed for her people during a period when disease, colonialism and times were changing with more settlers arriving in the Waikato.  Waka ama is a resurgence of Indigenous Māori culture.  More women 

are participating in the sport because of the positive benefits it provides not just physically, but also culturally and spiritually through te reo Māori (Māori language), learning waka tikanga, whanaungatanga and 

many other benefits.  This PHD study will utilize a mana wāhine, kaupapa approach to collect data and conduct interviews with 20 Indigenous wāhine Māori paddlers who whakapapa to Waikato-Tainui. This 

methodological approach will enhance wāhine Māori waka ama paddlers and their whanau, hapū and iwi.  Waka ama offers Indigenous wāhine Māori time to reflect, connect with the environment and meet 

new people through whanaungatanga.  These connections may be extended to other Indigenous nations where Indigenous women are present.

2.20 Sam Iti Prendagast Possession, Containment, 

Deportation: Settler Colonialism 

and the S 501 Deportations 

Since 2014 the Australian government has deported more than 2000 New Zealand citizens "back" to their nominal homeland of Aotearoa New Zealand under section 501 of the Migration Act 1958 (Aust). A 

disproportionate percentage of 501 deportees are Māori and Pacific men, characterized as criminal threats to the safety of the Australian community. This paper locates the recent deportations in the long 

historical and ongoing context of settler colonialism in the Pacific: the deportations are, at once, a continuation of white Australia policy exclusion tactics and a settler state attempt to control the terms of 

belonging on unceded Aboriginal land. That is, the deportations reveal the persistence of the settler state's impulse to eliminate perceived threats to its own sovereignty. By examining together two sites where 

the deportations' ripple effects play out--an Australian High Court hearing to determine whether Aboriginal people can be deported under section 501, and the comments section on a Māori news' channels 

Facebook page following an investigation into the deportations--I trace the unexpected ways that the Australian state toys with Indigenous relations to place, kin, and belonging as it pursues its own future on 

Aboriginal land. 

2.40 Edmond Carrucan Ko Tikanga Te Mātāmua: ngā 

purākau me ngā pakiwaitara, me 

mihi, ka tika  

My research advocates Tikanga, as New Zealand’s supreme law.  I affirm that Tikanga is not merely a set of customs or cultural values, but Māori Law. My research  addresses three future concerns: (1) How 

should we view our three primary sources of law? (2) Who/What are the objects of Māori Law? (3) What will allow us to ‘unlock and draw out’ Māori Law? My presentation will focus on the second concern, by 

turning to a selection of whakatauki and written sources. These can help   us identify objects of Māori Law. I will share a model I created and called ‘Whai Matua o Te Ture Māori’ to explore how we can keep 

legal work in integrity. Tikanga has rarely, if ever, had its objects distilled, let alone in visual form. Consequently, Tikanga has been used and misused at will, without a framework of  accountability for lawyers. 

This continues a colonising tradition of using Tikanga to attain the objects of colonial law. This misses the point: “Tikanga as Māori Law has its own objects.”   

3.10 David Kawabata The Influence of COVID-19 and 

Online Delivery on Second 

Language Acquisition Anxiety for 

Japanese University Students

The influence of reading and writing anxiety on second language acquisition (SLA) has generally been researched around classroom lesson delivery. Furthermore, those few studies that included online lesson 

delivery were performed prior to the COVID-19 outbreak. In Japan the emergency change to online lesson delivery due to COVID-19 is currently halfway through its second year with some university 

undergraduates having only experienced online delivery. It is prudent for SLA professionals to investigate any possible influence of COVID-19 and online delivery on our students. These influences are 

investigated in the present study by measuring the reading and writing anxiety of students in mandatory English writing courses at a major Japanese university. Two cohorts at the midpoint and completion of 

their courses were asked to participate in an anonymous online questionnaire. While the preliminary results are inconclusive in regards to reading, when controlled for trait anxiety the students' writing anxiety 

has shown a small yet significant increase due to COVID-19. Conclusions can be drawn that although writing anxiety has been significantly influenced by COVID-19, difficulties related to online delivery may pose 

a more decisive influence on writing anxiety while time engaged with online delivery, as measured by class level, is not significant.

3.30 Tharaka Kaluarachchi A sociological study of online 

education methods and challenges 

facing university students with 

disabilities during the Kovid 19 

global crisis.

No matter how much personal diversity is allowed, in a normal educational environment, those who are unable to develop their potential, that is, to a higher level of ability, and who are unable to respond to 

the learning needs provided by the average classroom, have different physical, mental, emotional, and emotional characteristics than the rest of the class. Students with disabilities or special education needs 

can be introduced. The study conducted under the above theme was considered as a theme that can be of academic value as it is of scholarly importance as well as contemporary importance. The main 

objective of this research is to adapt the existing online education system to university students with disabilities in the face of the current global epidemic and to study its challenges sociologically. Appropriate 

for this purpose, this study was conducted on the research problem of what are the challenges faced by students with disabilities in the face of online education. For this purpose, 35 students with special needs 

studying at the University of Colombo,Sri lanka were selected through objective sampling under a non-random sample. As a quality study, information was gathered through informal interviews over the phone, 

focusing on what challenges they face in current online education, how education works in line with these methods, and the tools used there. The data from the study suggests that they are trying to adapt to 

the current global epidemic as a challenge to human life. Also, there are requirements that are more special than what society normally approves of, but in this new system they have limited access to it. As part 

of the education system currently in place for educating children with special needs, students with disabilities and special education needs to be included in the general system and, under the guidance of 

ordinary teachers, all the same privileges that ordinary students receive under the guidance of ordinary teachers. Studies have shown that students who find it difficult to pursue their education in a normal 

classroom in the face of this situation are able to continue their education with these new technologies, but have limited access to it.

3.50 Yaone Rantshilane The right to education and the 

resettlement and integration of 

refugee children in New Zealand 

The lives of refugee children are interfered with as they are forced to leave the only place they call home in unfortunate and foreseen circumstances. Resettlement plays a critical role in ensuring that they live a 

normal life. The New Zealand Refugee Resettlement Strategy identifies education as one of the key outcomes for resettlement.  Since education is a significant part of childhood, its delivery can promote or 

hinder the rights of refugee children. This research examines the extent to which the New Zealand legal framework protects the rights of refugee children in relation to education. While resettlement has been 

studied from sociological and educational perspectives, a legal perspective is also required to determine whether New Zealand laws, policies and practices relating to the educational resettlement of refugee 

children are underpinned by an understanding and respect for children’s rights. The research adopts a sociolegal approach that is particularly necessary to ensure legal issues are examined and understood 

within a sociological context. This approach will broaden the legal analysis and interpretation of children’s rights by highlighting themes that may enhance or hinder the realisation of the right to education for 

refugee children. The research places the refugee child as a right-holder within the New Zealand legal framework. 

4.20 Rhiannon Sheridan Transmedial Adaptations of Russian 

Ballet in the Context of Brands

A transmedial adaptation is a constant string between different texts creating its own new media with the  narrative essence. Adaptation is like a murder board from a crime drama with strings linking different 

points arriving at the identity of the adaptation. In terms of Swan Lake it spans from the Russian cultural tradition of Swan Maiden folktales to ballet performance and then shifting continents and contexts to 

American cinema animation. This paper examines the development of Swan Lake from its conception to becoming the straight-to-DVD cult classic Barbie of Swan Lake. The research draws upon adaptation 

theory, ballet history, women’s studies, to present an analysis of how this adaptation emerged in popular culture.  

4.40 David Simes What a Queer Medium: Adapting 

Fun Home for the stage

Utilising current adaptation and transmedial scholarship, this paper analyses the process of adapting Alison Bechdel’s graphic memoir Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic (2006) into the Broadway musical Fun 

Home: The Musical (2015). Investigating the medium specific qualities of comics, this paper shows the transmedial ability of this adaptation to transpose these qualities to the stage.  Time and space are set in 

flux in both mediums, a ‘drastic economy’ afforded to these mediums, for very different reasons. In addition to this, modification is used to enhance Bechdel’s narrative through song, a quality only applicable to 

the musical, as well as the very nature of theatre, that of the live tactile body presented on stage, allows for the story to embodied in front of audiences. In what I argue is the first “genuine” transmedia 

adaptation of a comic on stage, Fun Home: The Musical  elevates the source material and creates a more accessible story of humanity, even if the story presents itself as “queer” to the average viewer. This 

paper will look at the crucial moment of Bechdel’s father’s death, and how this is presented in the comic, in the script, and how it is embodied on the stage.

5.00 Claudia Antoniolli Skeletons in the Closet: The Home 

in Lesbian Detective Fiction

The home ought to be the safest place for its inhabitants, yet it has been featured as the site of crimes since the earliest crime fiction stories. In this genre the sacred grounds of the home are portrayed as 

fearsome, riddled with death, hostile to the uncovering of truth. American investigative genres like hard-boiled and noir have mostly focused on the dark side of society, on the city, but the home remains a 

highly problematic place in terms of law and order, where indetectable crimes such as psychological, emotional, and physical abuse are routinely perpetrated. In lesbian detective fiction novels of the 1980s and 

1990s, the home is either horrifically homophobic or blissfully queer-friendly, creating deep-seated psychological trauma for the protagonist. In this presentation I will describe how 80-90s lesbian authors 

portrayed this complicated space with three homes: one as the locus of child abuse (Micky Knight Mystery series), another as the space where long-term relationships are formed and put to the test (Kate 

Delafield Mystery series), and finally as a place which, for all the painful and joyful memories contained therein, is fiercely protected (Carol Ashton Mystery series).
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